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Lashes. A must to get this holiday eye to the  
level you need. I prefer smaller full sets or half 

larger sets, and apply with a black eyelash glue.
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LUMINOUS, SHIMMERY EYES ARE 

all about creating a wow factor, and they 

are great for holiday parties and events. 

After many years of doing celebrity 

makeup for red carpet events, I achieve 

the look by following the steps below.

STEP 1: Always prime the eye with 

an eye primer. If you skip this step, the 

look will not have the staying power 

it needs.

NOTE: If you do not have eye prim-

er, use concealer that matches the color 

of the client’s skin.

STEP 2: Apply a translucent pow-

der over the primer to set the primer and 

prep the eye for makeup. Note: Without 

powdering, the eye shadow can move 

and become blotchy.

STEP 3: Choose a color range—I 

suggest using at least three colors to 

get the definition that is needed to 

pull off this type of eye makeup. Have 

something light, something medium 

and something dark.

STEP 4: Choose your eye shadow 

formulation—do you want to use pow-

der eye shadows or cream? Feel free 

to use both—the two textures make 

the eye look amazing.

STEP 5: Choose a base color. This 

will be the medium color in the trio.

Cover the entire lid up to just below the 

brow (do not bring it all the way to the 

brow—leave space for the highlighter). I 

use a larger shadow fluff brush to blend 

onto the lid and beyond. 

NOTE: If you cannot get the bright-

ness or opacity needed from your base 

color, wet your brush first and then dip 

it into the shadow.

STEP 6: Pick your darkest color and 

place it in the corner of the eye in a V 

shape—from the outer half of the crease 

into the outer eyeliner. Use a small crease 

brush to add the shadow just where it is 

needed. Blend up and out (not in with 

a medium size brush). If the darker color 

does not move, put a little powder on 

your brush and keep blending.

STEP 7: Line the eyes with a gel 

eyeliner. The color you use depends 

on the look you want, but most of the 

time I use black to make the eye pop. 

Take your brush and line the top, then 

lift up lashes with fingers and line just 

under the eyelashes. This ensures that 

the color gets in between the lashes. I 

like to use a very tiny detailing brush for 

lining—it helps to keep the liner even, 

and you can always add over it if it is 

uneven. I see so many people use too 

big of a brush and make a mess. Gel 

eyeliner is easy to add to, but it is hard 

to remove if you make mistakes.

STEP 8: Lashes. A must to get this 

holiday eye to the level you need. I pre-

fer smaller full sets or half larger sets, and 

apply with a black eyelash glue. Wait a 

few minutes, then go over the base of 

the lashes and glue with another coat 

of gel eyeliner.

STEP 9: Highlighter. Use a shim-

mery white highlighter on the area just 

below the brow bone. For deeper skin 

tones, keep it on the more golden un-

dertone. Make sure to blend it into the 

base color seamlessly. You do not want 

any harsh lines where the shadow ends 

and begins.

STEP 10: Add plenty of very black 

mascara to both the top and bottom 

lashes.

STEP 11: Line the under eyes as close 

to the lash line as you can with the color of 

your choice, and smudge over it with the 

darker shadow you used on the top lid.

STEP 12: Here’s the fun part: Add 

a pop of super shimmer in the middle 

of the lid only, and blend out slightly 

in both directions. This is what gives 

the eye dimension—I always choose 

a color that is brighter than the result 

I am going for. Some of the shadow’s 

power is always lost after application. 

by Amanda Shackleton
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I like shimmer powders, but wet your brush first—they can 

get very messy! Then add a hint of the same color in the 

inner corner of the lid.

STEP 13: With a q-tip, swipe around the outer parts of 

the eye where eye shadow may have fallen. This keeps the 

eye looking clean—you can always use a little concealer and 

apply it with your finger to clean up as well.

OPTIONAL: Depending on the event and what your 

client will be wearing, take a glitter gel eyeliner and add a 

hint wherever they desire. Be careful though—this can eas-

ily go from looking great to looking overdone, so decide 

on one type of glitter and apply.  

Amanda Shackleton is a hairstylist 

and makeup artist who has worked 

extensively over the past 26 years. 

She is owner of the Media Makeup 

Academy, which has three branches 

located in Chicago, New York City and 

Miami. Shackleton has contributed 

to major advertising campaigns, and 

her celebrity clientele has included 

big names such as Martha Stewart, Javier Bardem, Harrison 

Ford, Sarah Michelle Gellar and Rosario Dawson.
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With a q-tip, swipe around the 
outer parts of the eye where eye 
shadow may have fallen. This 
keeps the eye looking clean.


